CONCERNING THE REFORMATION   218
Teutonic  spirit of independence had  before now
defied Papal condemnation, and thus the Roman Church umpired lean awe to that hardy northern people, during the Middle Ages, than elsewhere in Europe.
We find a striking instance of this in 1455, when the three Spiritual Electors of Mainz, Trier, and Cologne united to complain of the Pope's violation of the Concordat of Vienna, and,f' with other Bishops and Princes of the Empire, bound themselves to resi«fc the tithe demanded by Pope Caliztus III, and to Bond his pardoners back aoross the Alpa with empty purses." But the Head of the Roman Church WAR then too strong to be thufl defied ; he successfully Asserted the supremacy of the Holy See, and crushed hw focjs by onifty policy* Now, sixty years later, the world had changed; the great cry in the fifteenth century w&a for reformation of the Church by a General Council, and when the favourable occasion arose, the minds of men were prepared for rebellion.
We are all familiar with the opening scenes of the German Reformation. Leo X wished to raise money
objeote, and, in the usual way, he flaunted before the
Ohriifcian world, the necessity for a Crusade against
the Turks,   We know how often this last call to
arm* had been sounded since Constantinople was
taken, in 1453, by Mohammed II.   Between 1514 and
1617, the victories of Selim I in Ma Minor, Egypt,
and PemU, had made Turkish power and ambition a
to all Europe, while the insolent
of the Corsair raids oa the coasts of the       ettpti, two jug», and two               mil of ttilver,
